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Forty years ago, in February of 1979, Irene Dalis asked me to be her 
graduate assistant at San José State; I’ve been working for her ever since. 
Even though Irene left us in 2014, it is still her voice I hear when I’m 
struggling with a decision. Though Irene and I did not walk in lock step, 
and the two of us could be heard in richly animated discussions over 
what OSJ needed by when, we both wanted the same things: productions 

of the highest possible artistic merit given our resources, and a supportive home for singers, 
conductors, and directors who are developing meaningful careers in opera. But most of all, we 
wanted to create and sustain an opera company that would make our city proud.

Decades later, when the Opera San José Board of Directors asked me if I would take on Irene’s 
job after her retirement, I was honored, but I was also surprised. For months I had been a tour 
guide for prospective candidates who Irene was considering for the position, and besides, I 
liked my job as director of production. At any rate, I agreed to see the company through as GD 
until I reached 70, which precipitated a number of media interviews. My favorite was with Rich 
Scheinen, an arts writer for the San José Mercury News, who asked me what it was like to step 
into Irene’s shoes. I had to remind him that I didn’t wear high heels, so I brought my own shoes.

During the 18 months between my appointment and Irene’s retirement, many contingencies 
were discussed. I was strongly advised by Irene and by our consultant Laurie MacDougall to find 
my own version of the Larry Hancock who had Irene’s back through those many years. Though 
we hardly knew each other, the person who made most sense to me was Khori Dastoor, and 
when I asked, pointedly, “Will you have my back?” She said yes. I fumbled around about her title 
until we hit on Artistic Planning Director, but the job she really had was Deputy General Director. 
Everyone at OSJ knew that, though it didn’t appear in print and she didn’t get a badge or a gun.

As Artistic Planning Director, Khori Dastoor is charged with talent scouting, auditions, and 
singer contract negotiation. She, Music Director Joseph Marcheso, and I combine to hear 
auditions and make major casting decisions, at least for the first two rounds of offers. Also, Khori 
thoughtfully participates in repertoire selection with Joe and me (it was Khori who convinced 
me that we should produce Abduction from the Seraglio). As a team, I believe the three of us 
have brought some unforgettable operas and brilliant singers to San José. At least, I have been 
genuinely pleased by the great majority of our productions, and deeply gratified by many of 
them, especially Where Angels Fear to Tread, A Streetcar Named Desire, Silent Night, Abduction 
from the Seraglio, The Flying Dutchman, and Moby-Dick, if I had to choose only a few.

So, you see, the board didn’t have to look far to find a beautifully qualified successor. Our current 
plan is that Khori will take over as general director on July 1, 2020. After that, I will remain with 
the company in an advisory position until July 2021, when I will formally leave Opera San José 
(that was surprisingly hard to write). However, I’m not that easy to get rid of. Khori and I have 
agreed that it would be good for OSJ if I continue to deliver pre-performance talks for each 
opera, and I’ll create new supertitles when needed. So, it should be clear, I’m going nowhere fast, 
or not going anywhere soon… or something like that.

In about fifteen months, Opera San José will have its third general director. I hope you will 
welcome Khori as you welcomed me. She has been with the company since 2007 when she 
became a principal soprano in our resident ensemble, and in addition to an international singing 
career (she was a very special Lucia), Khori served as artistic administrator under Irene, and is 
now our artistic planning director. She believes in the company and its mission as strongly as 
anyone else I know, and clearly has the qualifications, abilities, and the intention to continue our 
founder’s vision. I only hope that Irene doesn’t shout at Khori as often as she shouts at me!

The Long Goodbye by Larry Hancock
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2018 | 2019 THIRTY-FIFTH SEASON
Mozart's The ABDUCTION from the Seraglio September 15-30, 2018

Leoncavallo's Pagliacci November 17-December 2, 2018
Jake Heggie & Gene Scheer's Moby-Dick February 9-24, 2019

Puccini's Madama Butterfly April 13-28, 2019

CONDUCTOR
Joseph Marcheso
ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR 
Dennis Doubin (conducts 4/26 & 4/28)
STAGE DIRECTOR
Brad Dalton
ASSISTANT STAGE DIRECTOR
Tara Branham
SET DESIGNER
Kent Dorsey
COSTUME DESIGNER
Julie Engelbrecht
LIGHTING DESIGNER
Pamila Z. Gray
MOVEMENT/CHOREOGRAPHER
Hanayagi Jumasuga (Marjorie Nakaji)
WIG AND MAKEUP DESIGNER
Christina Martin
PROPERTIES MASTER
Lori Scheper-Kesel
CHORUS MASTER
Dennis Doubin
PRODUCTION STAGE MANAGER
Margaret Kayes
ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGERS
Emi Komatsu
Phil Jacke
MUSIC STAFF
Veronika Agranov-Dafoe 
Victoria Lington

The performance will run approximately 3 hours,  
including a 20 minute intermission and a 15 minute intermission.

Madama Butterfly
OPERA IN THREE ACTS

MUSIC by Giacomo Puccini                                     
LIBRETTO by Luigi Illica and Giuseppe Giacosa

First performed February 17, 1904 at La Scala, 
Milan

SUNG IN ITALIAN WITH ENGLISH SUPERTITLES.

Performances of Madama Butterfly are       
made possible in part by a Cultural Affairs 
grant from the City of San José and a grant 
from  REYL Overseas.

PERFORMANCE SPONSORS

4/13: Richard and Hannalore Romney
4/14: Josef and Phyllis Bismanovsky
4/21: Jeanne L. McCann
4/28: Andrea Neves



4    Madama Butterfly

*Casting subject to change without notice

Maria Natale
Renée Rapier
Dane Suarez (4/13, 4/21, and 4/26)
Derek Taylor (4/14, 4/18, and 4/28)
Trevor Neal
Mason Gates
Ben Brady
Philip Skinner
Katherine Sanford
Karl Kaminsky
Brendan Stone
Mayo Tsuzuki
Taylor Dunye
Nicole Cooper
Ezra Kramer (4/13, 4/18, 4/28)
Atom Young Maguire (4/14, 4/21, 4/26)

Cio-Cio-San
Suzuki
Pinkerton

Sharpless
Goro
Yamadori
Bonze
Kate Pinkerton
Imperial Commissioner 
Registrar
Mother
Aunt
Cousin
Dolore

COVERS            
Katherine Gunnink, Cio-Cio-San
Talin Nalbandian, Suzuki
Philip Skinner, Sharpless
Kevin Gino, Goro
Jason Sarten, Yamadori
Jason Sarten, Bonze

CAST

CHORUS

SOPRANOS
Fallon Nunes
Jessica Williams
Katelyn Wilson 
Jannika Dahlfort 
Nicole Cooper 
Jacqueline Goldgorin
Laura Barragan
Gaby Catipon
Catherine Williams 
Jennifer Jensen Hartshorn

TENORS
Kevin Gino
Nicolas Gerst 
Josh Bongers 
Dan Leal
Greg Melton
Dario Jackson

SUPERNUMERARIES
Chris Tucker
Peter Kounitski
Samuel Hoffman           

Nicole Cooper, Kate Pinkerton
Brendan Stone, Imperial Commissioner
Jason Vincent, Registrar
Fallon Nunes, Mother
Catherine Williams, Aunt
Jessica Williams, Cousin

Deanna Payne
Joyce Allegro

ALTOS
Katherine Sanford
Rebecca Bradley
Talin Nalbandian
Taylor Dunye 
Mayo Tsuzuki 
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ORCHESTRA

1ST VIOLIN
Cynthia Baehr, Concertmaster
Alice Talbot, Assistant Concertmaster
Matthew Szemela
Valerie Tisdel
Chinh Le
Virginia Smedberg
Rochelle Nguyen
Marie Flexer-Parker

2ND VIOLIN
Claudia Bloom, Principal
Susan Stein, Assistant Principal
Sue-Mi Shin
Elizabeth Corner
Sergi Goldman-Hull
Gulnar Spurlock
Andrew Lan

VIOLA
Chad Kaltinger, Principal
Janet Doughty, Assistant Principal
Melinda Rayne
Ivo Bokulic

CELLO
Evan Kahn, Principal
Paul Hale, Assistant Principal
Nancy Kim
Dina Weinshelbaum

BASS
Andrew Butler, Principal
William Everett, Assistant Principal

FLUTE
Mary Hargrove, Principal
Leslie Chin
Laurie Seibold

PICCOLO
Laurie Seibold

OBOE
Pamela Hakl, Principal
Ryan Zwahlen

ENGLISH HORN
Adrienne Malley

CLARINET
Mark Brandenburg, Principal
James Pytko

BASS CLARINET
Jeannie Psomas

BASSOON
Deborah Kramer, Principal
Carolyn Lockhart

FRENCH HORN
Meredith Brown, Principal
Caitlyn Smith-Franklin
Eric Achen
Alex Camphouse

TRUMPET
William B. Harvey, Principal
John Freeman
Owen Miyoshi

TROMBONE
Kathryn Curran, Principal
Bruce Chrisp

BASS TROMBONE
Christian Behrens

TIMPANI
Kumiko Ito

PERCUSSION
James Kassis

HARP
Karen Thielen

ORCHESTRA MANAGER
Evan Kahn

ORCHESTRA LIBRARIAN
Tim Spears



6    Madama Butterfly

MADAMA BUTTERFLY by Larry Hancock

Giacomo Puccini (1858-1924) is the finest Italian composer after Verdi. Fittingly, 
his first success, Manon Lescaut, had its premiere the week before the premiere 
of Verdi’s final opera, Falstaff. Though Verdi is uniformly regarded as the greatest 
Italian composer, it is likely that Puccini is the most beloved. Born in Lucca, 
Puccini was brought up in challenging financial circumstances. His father, 
Michele, died when Giacomo was just five years old. In all, there were nine Puccini 
children, and when her husband died suddenly in his 50s, Albina Magi Puccini had 
seven children living and was six months pregnant. Her eldest child was twelve 
and her youngest was only six months old.

Albina brought up and educated her children by applying for a small pension 
from the city, doing washing and mending assisted by her daughters, and placing 
two daughters in a convent. The boys, Giacomo and Michele, were educated as 
musicians with help from her brother who was head of the music school in Lucca. 
The extended family, including Magi, Cerù, and Puccini antecedents, had been 
musicians in Lucca for more than 100 years. Four generations of Puccinis had been 
music directors at the cathedral, and this position would be kept open for the five-
year-old Giacomo until he was skilled enough to take over, which he never did. 
Luckily for posterity, Albina set her sights on a wider career for her eldest son and 
managed to pulled together enough money to send him to the Milan Conservatory; 
she did the same for his younger brother.

While still a student (not a good one; it would later be discovered that Puccini 
suffered from diabetes), Puccini attracted favorable attention from the Milanese 
press and notable members of Milan’s highly accomplished music circle. Upon 
graduation, Puccini’s composition teacher, Amilcare Ponchielli (La Gioconda), 
encouraged him to compose a one-act opera, Le Villi, which was produced through 
funds raised by the famed librettist and composer Arrigo Boito and Puccini’s 
librettist Ferdinando Fontana. The first performance of Le Villi was a wild success. 
Ricordi, the preeminent Italian publishing house, bought the rights and La Scala 
produced an expanded version. After Le Villi, Puccini composed four more operas: 
Edgar (not a success), Manon Lescaut (internationally lauded), La bohème (despised 
by the press!), and Tosca (very successful). Then his immortal Madama Butterfly 
came into the world.

David Belasco, born in San Francisco during the gold rush, worked in San José as 
a playwright, producer, director and actor in theaters on San Fernando Street. 
On moving to New York City in 1882, he became America’s dominant theatrical 
impresario for thirty years. He adapted Madame Butterfly from John Luther Long’s 
short story of the same name. Long was told the basic narrative by his sister, 
who lived for many years in Nagasaki where she learned of Cio-Cio-San and the 
American naval officer who married and abandoned her.
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Belasco’s Madame Butterfly was presented in New York as a one-act-play and 
became wildly successful due to a technological scenic advance; it was the first 
play to utilize electric light. Belasco used incandescent electric lights and their 
color-change and image-projection capabilities to represent the changing light as 
day blazed into sunset, darkened to a night sky spangled with stars, that, in turn, 
faded in the dawn. This marvel also impressed the sophisticated audiences of 
London. As it would turn out, that uninterrupted lighting effect did not work in the 
opera.

The London stage manager knew Puccini, telegrammed, and urged him to see the 
play. Having just opened the enormously popular Tosca in Rome, that followed the 
tremendous successes of Manon Lescaut and La bohème, Puccini was looking for a 
subject that would be at least as effective as these. He came to London.
The suitability of the play was obvious to Puccini, and by 1902 Ricordi had 
negotiated the rights and Puccini’s favorite librettist, Luigi Illica (La bohème, Tosca), 
was studying both the play and Long’s short story. Madama Butterfly premiered at 
La Scala on February 17, 1904. It was a disaster. By all reports little of the opera was 
heard over the laughter, whistles, shouts, and catcalls. Ricordi withdrew it the next 
day.

Puccini was not discouraged, writing “I feel calm enough in the face of the shame 
of this commotion, because I feel I have written a living and sincere work that 
will surely rise again.” Puccini recognized the work’s shortcomings. One of the 
principal problems was the division of the opera into only two acts, preserving 
Cio-Cio-San’s long wait through the night; a ninety-minute act was too long.
Puccini, as he did after the premieres of all of his operas except Turandot, revised 
with the objectivity of a surgeon. He expanded the tenor part, inserted a second 
intermission, and at Toscanini’s urging eliminated some of the most exotic 
harmonic and melodic constructions. In three months, the opera was ready for 
a second production, which took place at Teatro Grande Brescia with Toscanini 
conducting, and though it was a true success, this was not the last version. Puccini 
revised again for the Opéra-Comique in Paris, softening and sentimentalizing the 
drama for a French audience. That version became the standard, was published by 
Ricordi, and is the version most often used today. In this form it has become one of 
the most successful operas of all time.

Opera San José first produced Madama Butterfly in 1985 when Eilana Lappalainen 
performed the title role. Since then, OSJ has produced Butterfly in 1996, 2002, 
2007, and 2014, making this the sixth time Madama Butterfly has appeared on our 
stage in our thirty-five years. We are very pleased to revive our 2007 production 
with Stage Director Brad Dalton, which we hold to be one of the highlights in our 
history.
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ACT I

Lieutenant B.F. Pinkerton of the U. S. Navy inspects a house overlooking Nagasaki 
harbor that he is leasing from Goro, a marriage broker. The house comes 
with three servants and a geisha wife named Cio-Cio-San, known as Madame 
Butterfly. The lease runs for 999 years, subject to monthly renewal. The American 
consul, Sharpless, arrives breathless from climbing the hill. Pinkerton describes 
his philosophy of the fearless Yankee roaming the world in search of limitless 
pleasure. He is not sure whether his feelings for the young girl are love or a whim, 
but he intends to marry her anyway.  Sharpless warns him that the girl may view 
the marriage differently, but Pinkerton brushes off such concerns and makes a 
toast to the day when he will take a real, American wife.
 
Cio-Cio-San is heard climbing the hill with her friends for the ceremony. In casual 
conversation, Cio-Cio-San admits her age, 15, and explains that her family was 
once prominent but lost its position, leading her to earn her living as a geisha. Her 
relatives arrive and chatter about the marriage. Cio-Cio-San shows Pinkerton her 
very few possessions, and quietly tells him she has been to the Christian mission 
and has embraced her husband’s religion. 
 
The Imperial Commissioner reads the marriage agreement, and the relatives 
congratulate the couple. Suddenly, a threatening voice is heard from afar—it is 
the Bonze, Cio-Cio-San’s uncle, a Shinto priest. He curses the girl for going to the 
Christian mission and rejecting her ancestral religion. Pinkerton orders them to 
leave and as they go, the Bonze and the shocked relatives denounce Cio-Cio-San. 
Pinkerton tries to console Cio-Cio-San. She is helped by Suzuki into her wedding 
kimono, and joins Pinkerton in the garden for their wedding night.

Intermission (20 minutes)
ACT II: Part I

Three years have passed, and Cio-Cio-San awaits her husband’s return. Suzuki 
prays to the gods for help, but Cio-Cio-San berates her for believing in lazy 
Japanese gods rather than in Pinkerton’s promise to return one day. Sharpless 
appears with a letter from Pinkerton, but before he can read it to Cio-Cio-San, 
Goro arrives with his latest potential husband for Cio-Cio-San, the wealthy Prince 
Yamadori. Cio-Cio-San insists she is not available for marriage. She is herself an 
American now, awaiting her husband’s return.

Synopsis
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She dismisses Goro and Yamadori. Sharpless attempts to read Pinkerton’s letter 
and suggests that perhaps Cio-Cio-San should reconsider Yamadori’s offer. 
Outraged, Cio-Cio-San reveals to the consul that she has a son. Pinkerton’s child. 
Sharpless is too upset to tell her more of the letter’s contents. He leaves, promising 
to tell Pinkerton of the child. A cannon shot is heard in the harbor announcing the 
arrival of a ship. Cio-Cio-San and Suzuki take a telescope to the terrace and see 
that it is Pinkerton’s ship. Overjoyed, Cio-Cio-San joins Suzuki in decorating the 
house with flower petals from the garden. Night falls. Cio-Cio-San, Suzuki, and 
the child settle into a vigil watching over the harbor.

Intermission (15 minutes)

ACT III

Dawn breaks, and Suzuki insists that Cio-Cio-San get some sleep. Sharpless 
appears with Pinkerton and Kate, Pinkerton’s new wife. Suzuki realizes who the 
American woman is and agrees to help break the news to Cio-Cio-San. Pinkerton 
is overcome with guilt and runs from the scene, pausing to remember his days 
in the little house. Cio-Cio-San rushes in hoping to find Pinkerton, but sees Kate 
instead. Grasping the situation, she agrees to give up the child but insists that 
Pinkerton return for him. Dismissing everyone, Cio-Cio-San takes out the dagger 
with which her father committed suicide, unable to allow her son to believe she 
gave him up. She is interrupted momentarily when the child comes in, but Cio-
Cio-San says goodbye to him and sends him to play. She turns the knife on herself 
as Pinkerton calls her name.
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Every dollar of your donation helps to fund
the housing and travel of our artists, 

the materials for each set, each costume, 
everybody onstage and beyond.

Donate and become a part of Opera San José.

Scene from Leoncavallo's Pagliacci 
Photo by Pat Kirk | Opera SAN JOSÉ

E V E R Y  D O N A T I O N  M A T T E R S
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2018-2019 ARTIST FELLOWSHIP SPONSORS

Mason Gates, tenor
sponsored by Mary & Clinton Gilliland 
Exclusive Sponsor

Katharine Gunnink, soprano
sponsored by the Gibson Walters Memorial Fund

Maria Natale, soprano
sponsored by Profs. John M. Heineke & 
Catherine R. Montfort

Trevor Neal, baritone
sponsored by Elizabeth F. Adler 

Amici di Musica Bella
San José Opera Guild
Jan & Don Schmidek

Dane Suarez, tenor
sponsored by an anonymous donor

Brad Dalton, stage director
sponsored by the San José Opera Guild
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Cast and Artistic Team

Maria Natale, Cio-Cio-San
SOPRANO
HOMETOWN: TRABUCO CANYON, CA 

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Nedda in Pagliacci with Opera San José 
and Violetta in La traviata with Opera Maine. 

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Cio-Cio-San in Madama Butterfly with 
Tulsa Opera.

HIGHLIGHTS: First Prize from the James Collier Vocal Competion, 
Second Prize from the Elizabeth Connell Prize 2018, and Second 
Prize from the Gerda Lissner Foundation 2018. 

Renée Rapier, Suzuki
MEZZO-SOPRANO
HOMETOWN: MARION, IA

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Grimgerde in Die Walküre with San 
Francisco Opera, Donna Elvira in Don Giovanni with Opera 
Steamboat, and soloist in Europeras 1 & 2 with Los Angeles 
Philharmonic.

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS:  Rückert Lieder with Peninsula 
Symphony, Ježibaba in Rusalka with Opera Steamboat, and Suzuki in 
Madama Butterfly with Tulsa Opera.

HIGHLIGHTS: Former Adler Fellow with San Francisco Opera and 
Grammy winner with Los Angeles Opera for the recording of Ghosts 
of Versailles.   

Dane Suarez, Pinkerton (4/13, 4/21, and 4/26)
TENOR
HOMETOWN: PRINCETON, IL

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Rodolfo in La bohème with Pacific Opera 
Project, Alfredo in La traviata with Opera San José, and Erik in The 
Flying Dutchman with Baltimore Concert Opera. 

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Lensky in Eugene Onegin with Opera 
NEO.

HIGHLIGHTS: National Semi-Finalist Metropolitan Opera National 
Council Auditions 2014, Kennedy Center debut as Ely Parker in 
Appomattox with Washington National Opera, and New York City 
Opera debut as Joe in La Fanciulla del West. 
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Cast and Artistic Team CONTINUED

Derek Taylor, Pinkerton (4/14, 4/18, and 4/28)
TENOR
HOMETOWN: MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Calaf in Turandot with Opera Leipzig, 
Samson in Samson et Dalila with Vilnius City Opera, and Samson in 
Samson et Dalila with Virginia Opera.

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Tenor Soloist in the Verdi Requiem 
with Florida Symphony, Samson in Samson et Dalila with Wiener 
Staatsoper, and Cassio in Otello with Austin Lyric Opera.

HIGHLIGHTS: Winner, Loren Zachary Competition; Winner, Giulio 
Gari Competition; and Winner, Liederkranz Competition.

Trevor Neal, Sharpless
BARITONE
HOMETOWN: DALLAS, TX
RECENT ENGAGEMENTS:  Gardiner in Heggie & Scheer's Moby-
Dick with Opera San José, Fest Artist at Newport Music Festival, and 
Henry Davis in Weill's Street Scene with Virginia Opera.
UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Fest Artist with Newport Music 
Festival, and Songs of my Father a solo recital.

HIGHLIGHTS: 2017 Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions 
LA District Winner and Region Finalist, 2018 Metropolitan Opera 
National Council Auditions LA District Encouragement Award, and 
2018 Opera Birmingham Finalist. 

Mason Gates, Goro
TENOR
HOMETOWN: SAN JOSÉ, CA
RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Flask in Heggie & Scheer's Moby-Dick, 
Pedrillo in The Abduction from the Seraglio, and Beppe in Pagliacci, all 
with Opera San José.

HIGHLIGHTS:  Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions SF 
District Winner, Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions LA 
Regional Finalist, and Brava! Opera Theater Vocal Competition Top 
10 Finalist.

Ben Brady, Yamadori
BASS-BARITONE
HOMETOWN: DENVER, CO
RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Rocco in Fidelio with West Bay Opera, 
Silvano in Un ballo in maschera with Livermore Valley Opera, and 
Dottore Malatesta in Don Pasquale at the Mendocino Music Festival.

HIGHLIGHTS: Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions SF 
Finalist, Audience Favorite and First Place awards in the Tier II 
Category of the James Toland Vocal Arts Competition. 
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Cast and Artistic Team CONTINUED

Philip Skinner, The Bonze
BASS-BARITONE
HOMETOWN: JACKSONVILLE, FL

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS:  Bass solos in Dvořák's The American Flag 
with the San Francisco Symphony, The Baron in La traviata with San 
Francisco Opera, and Eric Gold/Ghost of Bazzetti in the West Coast 
premiere of Heggie's Great Scott with the San Diego Opera.

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS: Scarpia in Tosca with Sacramento 
Opera, Arkel in Pélleas et Mélisande with West Edge Opera, and Henry 
in the world premiere of Howards End, America (Allen Shearer) at Z 
Space, San Francisco.

HIGHLIGHTS: Over 380 performances in 56 productions with San 
Francisco Opera, sang Edgar Ray Killen in the world premiere of 
Philip Glass's Appomattox with San Francisco Opera, and recently 
sang the Marquis de la Force in Dialogues of the Carmelites at 
Metropolitan Opera.

Katherine Sanford, Kate Pinkerton
MEZZO-SOPRANO
HOMETOWN: ANNAPOLIS, MD

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Nicklausse in Les contes d'Hoffmann with 
Pacific Northwest Opera, Dorabella in Così fan tutte with Nashville 
Opera, and Prince Orlofsky in Die Fledermaus with Nashville Opera.

HIGHLIGHTS: Nashville Opera Mary Ragland Young Artist and Opera 
Colorado Young Artist.

Karl Kaminsky, Imperial Commissioner
BASS-BARITONE
HOMETOWN: ST PETERSBURG, RUSSIA

RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: Tenor soloist in Rachmaninoff Vespers with 
San Francisco Choral Society and Benoit / Alcindoro in La bohème 
with West Bay Opera. 

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENT: Falstaff in Falstaff with St. Petersburg 
Opera and Policeman in Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk District. 

HIGHLIGHTS: Truffaldino in Love for Three Oranges, Ivanov/Prince 
Barclay de Tolly in War and Peace with Teatro Alla Scala.
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Joseph Marcheso
CONDUCTOR

Joseph Marcheso is the Music Director and Principal Conductor of 
Opera San José. For the 2018-19 season, he has served as Principal 
Conductor for Jake Heggie & Gene Scheer's Moby-Dick and 
Puccini's Madama Butterfly. Mr. Marcheso has conducted eighteen 
productions for OSJ, including last season’s West Coast premiere of 
Puts & Campbell’s Silent Night, and Puccini's La bohème.

As staff conductor and cover at the San Francisco Opera, Mr. 
Marcheso worked the productions of many operas including Les 
Troyens, Jenůfa, Show Boat, Die Meistersinger, Partenope, Nixon in 
China, and the world premieres of Mark Adamo’s The Gospel of Mary 
Magdalene, Tobias Picker’s Dolores Claiborne, Bright Sheng’s The 
Dream of the Red Chamber and John Adams’s The Girls of the Golden 
West. Recent assignments include Die Walküre and Götterdammerung 
for the SFO Ring last summer and Jake Heggie’s It’s a Wonderful Life. 
He was also on the conducting staff at Washington National Opera 
and has conducted Hailstork’s Joshua’s Boots for the Young Artists 
of Opera Theatre St. Louis as well as Turandot and Il trovatore for 
Festival Opera. Previously, Mr. Marcheso was the Music Director for 
the Amato Opera in New York City.

Brad Dalton
STAGE DIRECTOR

Brad Dalton’s original productions have been produced widely 
throughout the United States and abroad in opera houses such as 
Lyric Opera of Chicago, Los Angeles Opera, the Barbican in London 
(with the LSO), the State Opera of South Australia, Carnegie Hall, 
Washington National Opera, San Diego Opera, San Jose Opera, Opera 
Santa Barbara, New Orleans Opera, Hawaii Opera Theatre, Austin 
Lyric Opera and Opera Boston. 

In 2003, Brad was awarded the prestigious Helpmann Award for 
“Best Direction of an Opera in Australia” for his direction of the 
Australian premiere of Dead Man Walking.

Brad has received critical acclaim for his “ravishingly theatrical” 
production of A Streetcar Named Desire starring Renee Fleming, 
which has been seen in London, New York, Los Angeles, and Chicago. 

In 2017, Brad directed the American premiere of Alma Deutscher’s 
Cinderella, available on Sony DVD and Blu Ray. New opera 
productions include Alceste, Don Giovanni, The Magic Flute, Così fan 
tutte, La Clemenza di Tito, Idomeneo, Rigoletto, Il trovatore, Tosca, 
La bohème, Madama Butterfly, Faust, Romeo and Juliet, Carmen, 
Cavalleria Rusticana, Pagliacci, Anna Karenina, Albert Herring, A 
Streetcar Named Desire, The Flying Dutchman, Romeo and Juliet, and 
Alma Deutscher’s Cinderella.

Brad is a graduate of Harvard University and the National 
Shakespeare Conservatory. He has directed numerous productions 
of theatre and musical theatre as well as opera. 

Cast and Artistic Team CONTINUED
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Dennis Doubin
ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR & CHORUS MASTER

Conductor Dennis Doubin returns to OSJ for Puccini's Madama 
Butterfly. A member of San Francisco Opera music staff, Mr. Doubin 
recently conducted Puccini’s La bohème at the War Memorial Opera 
House. He has led Henderson Symphony Orchestra (Nevada) in 
performances, and has worked at Los Angeles Opera where he 
assisted Plácido Domingo on Verdi’s Requiem and James Conlon on 
two-time Grammy Award winning production of Weil’s Rise and 
Fall of the City of Mahagonny. He has also collaborated with Seattle 
Opera’s Young Artist Program’s tour of Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin.

At San Francisco Opera, Mr. Doubin works closely with many 
esteemed conductors and vocalists. A sought after pianist, Mr. 
Doubin has collaborated with many of opera’s luminaries that 
include Renée Fleming, Anna Netrebko, Diana Damrau, Leah 
Crocetto, Dolora Zajick, Plácido Domingo, Ramón Vargas, Brandon 
Jovanovich, Michael Fabiano, Stephen Costello, Bryn Terfel, George 
Gagnidze, Ildar Abdrazakov and others. Mr. Doubin began his 
musical education at the Moscow Choral Academy and graduated 
from San Francisco Opera’s Merola and Adler programs.

Kent Dorsey
SET DESIGNER

OSJ revives Kent Dorsey's 2007 set design for our 2018-19 production 
of Madama Butterfly. Previously, Mr. Dorsey’s designs have been 
featured in OSJ’s productions of Puccini's Suor Angelica and Gianni 
Schicchi, and all four productions of the company’s 2010-11 season: 
David Carlson’s Anna Karenina, Puccini’s Tosca, Rossini’s The Barber 
of Seville and Puccini’s La bohéme. His opera work includes scenery, 
projection, and lighting design for the world premiere of Myron 
Fink’s The Conquistador (San Diego Opera, Sir Peter Maxwell Davies’ 
The Lighthouse directed by Jack O’Brien (San Diego Opera & Chicago 
Opera Theatre), Puccini's La bohéme and Saint-Saëns’s Samson et 
Dalila (Palm Beach Opera), Wagner’s The Flying Dutchman directed 
by Lillian Garret-Groag (Virginia Opera), and Donizetti’s Lucia di 
Lammermoor directed by Colin Graham (Greensboro Opera).

Julie Engelbrecht
COSTUME DESIGNER

OSJ revises Julie Engelbrecht’s 2007 costume designs for our 2018-19 
production of Madama Butterfly. She has designed for other OSJ 
productions, including Mozart’s The Marriage of Figaro, Bizet’s 
Carmen, Strauss’s Die Fledermaus, Leoncavallo’s Pagliacci, Verdi’s Il 
trovatore, Massenet’s Manon, and Mozart’s Don Giovanni.

Ms. Engelbrecht has also designed costumes for TheatreWorks, The 
Folger Consort, Stanford University, Guggenheim Productions, Utah 
Shakespeare Festival, Western Stage and the Margaret Wingrove 
Dance Company.

Cast and Artistic Team CONTINUED
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Cast and Artistic Team CONTINUED

Pamila Z. Gray
LIGHTING DESIGNER 
Pamila Z. Gray returns during OSJ’s 2018-19 season to create lighting 
designs for Puccini's Madama Butterfly, Mozart's The Abduction 
from the Seraglio, and Jake Heggie & Gene Scheer's Moby-Dick. 
Most recently, Ms. Gray served as Lighting Designer for last 
season’s La traviata. Other productions in which her work has been 
featured include Mozart's The Marriage of Figaro, Verdi’s Rigoletto, 
Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, Puccini’s Madama Butterfly, and 
Strauss’ Die Fledermaus. She has created lighting designs for several 
companies in the San Francisco Bay Area including American 
Musical Theatre, TheatreWorks, San Jose Rep, Sacramento Opera, 
and Marin Theatre Company. She has also designed in Los Angeles, 
Portland, Seattle, Sacramento, and Colorado Springs.

Hanayagi Jumasuga (Marjorie Nakaji)
MOVEMENT / CHOREOGRAPHER
Hanayagi Jumasuga began dancing at the age of four while her family 
was interned at the Tule Lake Relocation Camp during World War 
II. Later in her life, she made two trips to Tokyo to study under 
Hanayagi Headmasters II and III. There, she obtained the coveted 
teaching credential, becoming the first “sansei” Japanese-American. 
This is her fourth year working with Opera San José and the third 
year working with Brad Dalton. 

Christina Martin
WIG AND MAKEUP DESIGNER

Christina Martin returns during the 2018-19 season as Wig and 
Makeup Designer. Ms. Martin has designed wigs and makeup for 
several OSJ productions, including Heggie & Scheer's Moby-Dick, 
Leoncavallo's Pagliacci, Mozart’s The Abduction from the Seraglio, 
Mozart’s Così fan tutte, Puccini’s La rondine, Wagner’s The Flying 
Dutchman, Verdi’s La traviata, Rossini’s The Barber of Seville, Kevin 
Puts and Mark Campbell’s Silent Night, and Puccini’s La bohème. 

Ms. Martin graduated from San José State University in 2007, and 
began working for Opera San José the same year. She is a Bay Area 
native who has been working in the wig and makeup industry 
throughout Northern California for such companies as the San 
Francisco Ballet, American Conservatory Theater, and Opera 
Parallèle. She is currently employed with the San Francisco Opera as 
a principal makeup artist, show foreman, and a wig shop artisan. As 
a Regional Member of Hollywood’s Makeup Artists and Hairstylists 
guild IATSE Local 706, Ms. Martin has had the pleasure of working 
for film, television, and multimedia, along with opera and theater.
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OPERA HAS BEEN
PART OF YOUR LIFE.

MAKE IT PART OF YOUR LEGACY.

In addition to the satisfaction that 
comes from knowing you have made 
a difference in the lives of others, 
the best gift plans combine your 
philanthropic giving with your financial 
needs and tax-planning strategies. 
Through creative gift planning, you can 
secure your own future, as well as ours.

There are many ways to remember 
Opera San José in your estate plans. 
You can name Opera San José as a 
beneficiary in your will or trust, or 
bequeath an insurance policy or an 
IRA/401(k) account. You can even 
establish a charitable gift annuity, 
which will provide you with a monthly 
payment and immediate tax deduction, 
with the remainder of the trust 
becoming a gift to the company after 
your passing. Naming Opera San José 
in your estate plan also qualifies you 
to become a member of the Irene Dalis 
Legacy Society.

For more information about planned 
giving and the Irene Dalis Legacy 
Society, please contact Noritaka 
Okada, Individual Giving Manager at       
okada@operasj.org.

To ensure that your gift accomplishes 
your goals according to your wishes, we 
recommend that you  
obtain the professional counsel of an 
attorney who specializes in  
estate planning.

THE IRENE DALIS LEGACY SOCIETY
(as of January 15, 2019)

CHERYL ADAMS
TRICIA & TIM ANDERSON
BARBARA BARRETT
MARTHA BEST
ROBERT & DIANE CLAYPOOL
ROSE CRIMI
GEORGE & SUSAN CROW
RICHARD & DORIS DAVIS
WENDY DEWELL
DOROTHY & RICHARD DORSAY
DR. JAMES & SUSAN DYER
M. M. FELDMAN & RICK MORRIS
FRED & PEGGY HEIMAN
JIM & PAT JACKSON
MR. & MRS. PAUL J. KELLER
JEANNE L. MCCANN
KEVIN MCGIBONEY & NANCY LUTZOW
D.G. MITCHELL
HEIDI MUNZINGER
DR. H. ANDREA NEVES
NANCY NIELSEN
ELIZABETH POINDEXTER
MR. & MRS. LEE ROSEN
MARTHA SANFORD & GARY HONG
JAN & DON SCHMIDEK
JOHN SHOTT
VICTORIA SLICHTER
DR. LARRY STERN
ROGER & ISOBEL STURGEON
MARILYN TAGHON
LAWRENCE TARTAGLINO
JAN TELESKY
MELITA WADE THORPE
MRS. DICKSON TITUS
ALBERT J. VIZINHO
BRADFORD WADE & LINDA RIEBEL
SHERYL WALTERS
MICHAEL & LAURIE WARNER
DR. & MRS. C. WHITBY-STREVENS
RICHARD & PHYLLIS WHITNEY
TWO ANONYMOUS
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OFFICERS

Gillian Moran
Board President

Fred Heiman
Treasurer, Vice President & 
Chair, Finance & Long Range 
Planning

Jennifer A.R. Hsu
Secretary

N. Eric Jorgensen
Vice President
General Counsel

Peggy Heiman
Vice President & Chair,
Nominating Committee

Rita Elizabeth Horiguchi
Vice President & Chair,
Governance Committee

Jeanne L. McCann
Vice President & Chair,
Planned Giving and Special 
Events Committees

Dr. H. Andrea Neves
Vice President & Chair,
Development Committee

Gerard L. Seelig
Vice President & Chair,            
Audit Committee

DIRECTORS

Barbara Brosh

Richard Dorsay, M.D.

Frank Fiscalini

Larry Hancock

Charles F. Hanes

Fred Heiman

Peggy Heiman

Rita Elizabeth Horiguchi

Jennifer A.R. Hsu

N. Eric Jorgensen

William R. Lambert

Jeanne L. McCann

Gillian Moran

Dr. H. Andrea Neves

Gerard L. Seelig

Marilyn Sefchovich

Vijay Vaidyanathan

Dr. Brian Ward

Melody Walsh

Laurie Warner

PAST PRESIDENTS

Maxwell Bloom
1983–1984

Frank Fiscalini
1984–1987

Gordon Brooks
1987–1989

Kitty Spaulding
1989–1992

Michael Kalkstein
1992–1994

Mary Reber
1994–1995

Martha Sanford
1995–1998

Richard O. Whitney
1998–2001

Frank M. Veloz
2001–2004

Joe Pon
2004–2007

George Crow
2007–2010

Laurie Warner
2010-2017

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MISSION STATEMENT

Opera San José is dedicated to maintaining a resident company of opera singers 
with whom we present compelling, professional opera performances, while creat-
ing and providing cultural and educational programs that both enrich the opera-
going experience and encourage future generations of artists and audiences. 
Opera San José also provides technical assistance to other organizations.

Founded in 1984, Opera San José is unique in that it is the only year-long resident 
opera company in the nation. Members of the resident company form the core of 
the artistic staff for mainstage productions as well as educational programs.
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Artistic/Music
ARTISTIC PLANNING  
DIRECTOR, COURTESY OF 
THE PACKARD HUMANITIES 
INSTITUTE
Khori Dastoor

ARTISTIC ADMINISTRATOR
Rob Holland
ARTISTIC OPERATIONS AND 
OUTREACH MANAGER 
Easther Ng

GUEST CONDUCTORS
George Manahan 
Christian Reif

CHOREOGRAPHY
Daniel Charon

RÉPÉTITEUR
Natalie Desch

BALLET MASTER
Michelle Klaers D'Alo

MOVEMENT/CHOREOGRAPHY
Marjorie Nakaji
Hanayagi Jumasuga

HEAD OF MUSIC STAFF
Veronika Agranov-Dafoe

COACHING/ACCOMPANYING 
STAFF
Veronika Agranov-Dafoe 
Ronny Greenberg 
Victoria Lington

ORCHESTRA LIBRARIAN
Tim Spears

SUPERTITLE CUEING
Easther Ng
Julie Chin
Victoria Lington
Danika Fernandez
Kirk Eichelberger

Production/Technical
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
John Draginoff

Larry Hancock GENERAL DIRECTOR
Joseph Marcheso MUSIC DIRECTOR AND PRINCIPAL CONDUCTOR

COSTUME DIRECTOR
Alyssa Oania

PRODUCTION MANAGERS
Kelly Mack
Al Saunders

STAGE DIRECTORS
Michael Shell
Chuck Hudson
Kristine McIntyre
Brad Dalton

SET DESIGNERS
Steven C. Kemp
Andrea Bechert
Erhard Rom
Kent Dorsey

LIGHTING DESIGNERS
Pamila Z. Gray
Kent Dorsey

COSTUME DESIGNERS
Ulises Alcala
Cathleen Edwards
Jessica Jahn
Julie Engelbrecht

WIG AND MAKEUP DESIGNER
Christina Martin

PRODUCTION STAGE  
MANAGERS
Darlene Miyakawa
Erin Thompson-Janszen
Margaret Kayes

ASSISTANT STAGE  
DIRECTORS
Rory Willats
James Blaszko
Jimmy Marcheso

ASSISTANT STAGE  
MANAGERS
Rebecca Bradley
Emi Komatsu
Chloe Schweizer
Kendra L. Green
Matthew Vandercook
Phil Jacke

MASTER ELECTRICIAN
Matthew Vandercook

HOUSE ELECTRICIAN
Bob Smay

ELECTRICIANS
Harris Meyers 
Chloe Schweizer
Sean Kramer

DECK STEWARD
Lesley Willgohs

FLYRAIL OPERATORS
Cindy Parker
Dwight McBride

SCENE SHOP SUPERVISOR
Christopher Kesel

LEAD CARPENTERS
Chris Tucker
Eric Liu

CARPENTERS 
William Gunn
Joseph Gorini
Patrick Engels
Eric Liu
James McCambridge
Sean Kramer

HOUSE SOUND
Tom Johnson
SCENIC CHARGE ARTIST
Renee Jankowski

SCENIC ARTISTS
Karen McNulty
Jerald Enos
Beth Zeigler
Cristina Anselmo

PROPERTIES MASTER
Lori Scheper-Kesel

PROPERTIES ARTISAN
Christopher Kesel

IATSE LOCAL 134 CREW
Tom Johnson
Bob Moreno
Cindy Parker
 

STAFF
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Bob Smay
Monica Thompson
Jacob Loretto 
Lesley Willgohs
PROPERTIES RUNNER
Alison Froke
STAGE HANDS
David Chambers
Jonathan Roth
Chloe Schweizer 
Rebecca Bradley
Michelle Shuen
Sean Kramer
Jordan Allegro
Eric Liu
Rachel Nin
Natalie Peck
James McCambridge
Avery McKeithan

SCENE SHOP ADMIN              
VOLUNTEER
Barbara Brosh

CUTTER/DRAPERS
Marina Agabekov
Emma Vossbrink

FIRST HANDS
Kitty Wilson
Larisa Zaiko
STITCHERS
Neliy Davood Pireh Anhar
Patt Ness
Carolyin Vega

COSTUME CRAFTS
Lori Scheper-Kesel
Garrett Ray Hurley

WARDROBE CREW
Christine Huynh
IATSE LOCAL 784

David Radosevich
IATSE LOCAL 784

Emma Vossbrink
IATSE LOCAL 784

Michelle Cook
IATSE LOCAL 784

Kyo Yohena
IATSE LOCAL 784

COSTUME SHOP ASSISTANT
Pascha Hopkins
Andy Hopkins

WIG AND MAKEUP  
SUPERVISOR 
Christina Martin 
IATSE LOCAL 706

WIG/MAKEUP ASSISTANTS 
Sharon Peng
IATSE LOCAL 706

Lisa Poe
IATSE LOCAL 706

Elizabeth Poindexter
IATSE LOCAL 706

Denise Gutierrez
IATSE LOCAL 706

Erica Villanueva
IATSE LOCAL 706

Dulce-Maria Gastelum
Tori Graham

Resident Company
Mason Gates
Katharine Gunnink
Maria Natale
Trevor Neal
Dane Suarez

Guest Artists
Richard Cox
Michael Dailey
Rebecca Davis
Katrina Galka
Matthew Grills
Cooper Nolan
Emmett O’Hanlon
Renée Rapier
Brittany Reneé Robinson
Justin Ryan
Ashraf Sewailam
Philip Skinner
Nathan Stark

Administration
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
Donna Lara
ACCOUNTANT
James Wai

HR ADMINISTRATION
Charmaine Olacio-Vallejo

FACILITIES MANAGER
Jorge Vallejo

Development
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 
Aaron St. Clair Nicholson

DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
Michelle Klaers D'Alo

WEBMASTER, GRANTS
Lettie Smith

INDIVIDUAL GIVING  
MANAGER
Noritaka Okada

DEVELOPMENT RESEARCHER
Miriam Frazier

Marketing
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING
Aaron St. Clair Nicholson

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER 
Chris Jalufka

GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
Chris Jalufka

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Pat Kirk 
Robert Shomler
Renee Jankowski

COPY EDITING
Lettie Smith
Heidi Munzinger

MARKETING INTERN
Andrea Fuchs-Hampel

Box Office
MANAGER
Dennis Keefe
BOX OFFICE ASSISTANT
Gary Voss
Lauren Halliwell
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The best gift plans combine your philanthropic giving with your 
financial needs and tax-planning strategies. Through creative gift 

planning you can secure your own future, as well as ours.

For more information about planned giving, please contact 
Individual Giving Manager Noritaka Okada at okada@operasj.org.

Each gift to Opera SAN JOSÉ enriches the art form, 
the community, and ourselves.

Scene from Strauss's Die Fledermaus Photo by Pat Kirk | Opera SAN JOSÉ
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BRAVO! TO OUR DONORS, THE LIFEBLOOD OF OPERA SAN JOSÉ! 
This listing reflects cumulative cash donations, pledges and matching gifts          

recorded March 1, 2018 to March 15, 2019.

CORPORATIONS
$50,000 and above
The Applied Materials 
Foundation

$10,000 to $49,999
REYL Overseas

$1,000 to $4,999
KUOP Designs

FOUNDATIONS
$100,000 and above
Carol Franc Buck 
Foundation

The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation

The David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation

The Packard Humanities 
Institute

$50,000 to $99,999
The Bouye 1977 Trust

$10,000 to $49,999
The Eugene McDermott 
Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
The Kieve Foundation
Lorraine and Gerard 
Seelig Foundation

$1,000 to $4,999
The Bob & Joan Johnson 
Family Foundation
The Merrimac Fund
The Simon Strauss 
Foundation
The Donor-Advisors 
of the Surf Pony Fund 
Foundation Santa Cruz 
County

One anonymous gift

Under $999
Amazon Smile
Bright Funds Foundation
eScrip
Gee Foundation
The Greenside 
Foundation
Italian American 
Heritage Foundation
Silicon Valley Creates

PUBLIC SECTOR
California Arts Council
National Endowment for 
the Arts
City of San José

ORGANIZATIONS /
CLUBS
$5,000 and above
Amici di Musica Bella
San José Opera Guild

$1,000 to $4,999
American Baptist Homes 
of the West

Under $999
Nova Vista Symphony 
Association Inc.
Opera Club of Rossmoor
San José Woman’s Club

Thank You, Opera San José Century Club Members!
OPERA SAN JOSÉ CENTURY CLUB celebrates our loyal donors who have  

surpassed $100,000 in cumulative giving to Opera San José.
We applaud your remarkable generosity and loyalty. We thank you for your out-

standing investment preserving the culture of our community  
and the continued health of Opera San José.

We are deeply grateful to you.
Bravissimo!

Tricia & Tim 
Anderson
Jean Brandt
Catherine Bullock
Mimi & Eric Carlson
George & Susan Crow
Mary & Clinton 
Gilliland

Fred & Peggy Heiman
Profs. John Heineke & 
Catherine Montfort
Doreen James
Mary Louise Johnson
Robert S. Kieve
Jeanne L. McCann
Ann Marie Mix

Dr. H. Andrea Neves
Pamela & David W. 
Packard
Richard & Hannelore 
Romney
Martha Sanford & 
Gary Hong
Jan & Don Schmidek

Roger & Isobel 
Sturgeon
Dave Thompson
Michael & Laurie 
Warner
Richard & Phyllis 
Whitney
Four anonymous 
members 

C E N T U R Y  C L U B
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DOUBLE YOUR DONATION!

Does your employer offer a matching gift program? If so, you might be 

eligible for a matching gift. Employers often match gifts from retirees as 

well.

Ask your HR department today if your employer will make your gift have 

twice the impact, and inform Opera San José of the process required by 

your company for this meaningful support, if available. 

Adobe Systems Incorporated
Applied Materials
Cisco Systems Foundation
ConocoPhillips
Electronic Arts
Gartner Inc.
GE Foundation
Google
Hewlett Packard Enterprise
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
IBM Corporation

Intel Corporation
Johnson & Johnson
Matterport
Microsoft
Netflix
Nvidia
Oracle
Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company
Palo Alto Networks
Qualcomm
Synopsys

THESE BAY AREA COMPANIES MATCH GIFTS 
MADE BY Opera SAN JOSÉ PATRONS

Supported, in part, by a  
Cultural Affairs grant from  

the City of San José.

SPECIAL THANKS
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PRODUCERS CIRCLE
$50,000 and above
Mary & Clinton Gilliland

GENERAL  
DIRECTOR'S CIRCLE
$25,000 to $49,999
Howard W. Golub*
Richard & Hannelore 
Romney
Dave Thompson

CONDUCTORS CIRCLE
$15,000 to $24,999
Barbara G. Akin
Josef & Phyllis 
Bismanovsky
Fred & Peggy Heiman
Marjorie Johnson
Jeanne L. McCann
Ann Marie Mix
Andrea Neves
Jan & Don Schmidek
Three anonymous gifts

DESIGNERS CIRCLE
$10,000 to $14,999
Elizabeth F. Adler
Jim Beatty
George & Susan Crow
Glen Gould & Bunny 
Laden
Prof. John M. Heineke 
& Prof. Catherine R. 
Montfort
Cathy & Dick Lampman
D.G. Mitchell
Tom & Gillian Moran
Jim & Alice Orth
Dr. & Mrs. C. Whitby-
Strevens

THEATRE CIRCLE
$5,000 to $9,999
Tricia & Tim Anderson
Anna M. Bagniewska & 
Denis St. Jean
Mimi & Eric Carlson
Steve Clarke
Doris Davis 
Dorothy & Richard 
Dorsay
Jennifer Duarte
Maureen Ellenberg
Donald & Janice Elliott
Charles F. Hanes
Mr. & Mrs. William H. 
Harmon, Jr.
Rita Elizabeth Horiguchi
Eric Jorgensen
Dr. William R. Lambert
Joan Mansour
Heidi Munzinger & John 
Shott
Dr. Henry Nattrass
Dr. Jakob Nielsen & 
Hannah Kain
Jackie Pighini
Walter & Ramona Reichl
Marilyn Sefchovich
J.H. Silveira M.D.
Richard & JoAnna 
Strawbridge
Jan Telesky
Melody Walsh
Brian Ward, M.D.
Michael & Laurie Warner
Mariquita West, M.D.
Richard & Phyllis 
Whitney

PARAGON CIRCLE
$2,000 to $4,999
Daniel & Priscilla Amend
Richard & Clarice 
Anderson
Drs. Charlene 
Archibeque & Robert 
Melnikoff
Nevenka & Nebojsa 
Avdalovic
Dr. Alfonso Banuelos & 
Suzanne Wittrig
Nancy C. Bean
Mandy Behe
Elfi Berkowitz & Thomas 
Geisler
Bill & Ginny Berner
Timothy Blum-Peck & 
Daniel Peck-Blum
Nina Boyd
Mary Esther Candee
Pamela & Craig Carper
Carolle J. Carter & Jess 
Kitchens
John & Agnes Caulfield
Paul & Marijane 
Chestnut
Jane Decker
Al & Kathy DiFrancesco
Dr. James & Susan Dyer
Geoffrey & Norma Egan
Mr. & Mrs. John P. 
Eurich
M.M. Feldman & Rick 
Morris
Bob & Alice Fenton
Frank Fiscalini
Shirley J. Foreman & 
Alberta Brierly
Michael & Judith Gaulke
Carolyn & Brian George

INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
Janice & Mel Goertz
Lucy Grisetti
Cheryl Holt
David G. Hough
Mary Idso
Ilene & Ken Imboden
Linda Izquierdo
Jim & Pat Jackson
Pat Janes
Bonnie Lee Kellogg
Albert Klail
Doug & Rasha La Porte
Phil & Judy Livengood
Sylvia & Paul Lorton, Jr.
Harvey Louis & Nola M. 
Armstrong
Jonathan Lynam
Mr. & Mrs. Denis Lynch
Shauna Mika & Rick 
Callison
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G 
Moore
Ahmad & Ruth Orandi
Kent Owen
Bob & Bonnie Peterson
Randy Presuhn & 
Timothy Nguyen
Stephen & Denise 
Rawlinson
Richard & Barbara Roof
Joy Sakai
Lucinda Sanchagrin & 
Dennis McLean
Jack & Judy Schneider
Dr. Pieter & Jacqui 
Smith
Scott & Gayle Spencer
Melita Wade Thorpe
Dr. May Loo & Dr. 
William Thurston
Janice Toyoshima
Bradford Wade & Linda 
Riebel
Dr. & Ms. Saul & Judith 
Wasserman
Alice Weigel
Dr. Herbert Weil & Dr. 
Anabel Anderson Imbert

*Deceased

Donors CONTINUED

TO DONATE AND BE A PART 
OF OUR STORIED LEGACY 
CALL NORITAKA OKADA 

AT (408) 437-4460
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Dennis & Marianne 
Wilcox
Ellen C. Wynn
Susan Yost
One anonymous gift

SHOWCASE CIRCLE
$1,000 to $1,999
Joyce Allegro & Gerald 
Sheridan
Jeanne & Michael 
Althouse
Richard J. Andrews
Mary T. Baiamonte 
Shirley E. Bailey
A. Bayman & M. Arlock
Donald H. Bentsen
Robin Beresford
Emily & Stephen 
Berman
Gene Bernardini
Ted Biagini
Marlene Bollhoffer
Leon Bonner & Redge 
Meixner
Ken Borelli
Judith Borlase
Patti Bossert & Charles 
Chew
Jim & Carolyn Bowen 
Ann Brown
David Burke & Victoria 
Burton Burke
Park & Joan 
Chamberlain
Isabel Chiu, CPA
Crystal Chow
Deal & Nancy 
Christensen
Dr. Michael Condie
Janet Constantinou
Helen E. Conway
Gerry & Alfio Crema
Donald & Betty D'Angelo
Elena & Ron Danielson
Pat Daoud
Khori Dastoor  & 
BenJoaquin Gouverneur
David Davis

Dr. George Deabill
Ellen Donnelly
Lynn Evans & Fred 
Saunders

Georgiana & John 
Flaherty
Barbara Frank
Mr. & Mrs. Argo 
Gherardi
Drs. Lucia & Jack Gilbert
Paul & Tressa Guth
Andrea & Volker Hampel
Larry Hancock
Kristi & Larry 
Hernandez
Dr. & Mrs. Pearce Hurley
Dennis & Sheryl Johnson 
Jeraldine Johnson
Ray & Laurel Kaleda
Mary M. & Harry Kelly
Victoria Knox
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Kondo 
Paul & Jackie Kuckein
Anders Kugler
Cathy & Steve Lazarus
Rob Lenicheck
Don & Dorothy Lewis
Izzy Lewis & Phil Park
Qi Li
Russell Lindgren
Sally & Tom Logothetti
Don Lowry & Lynore 
Tillim
Scott Lurndal
Jeanne Lyons
Philip & Margaret Ma
Ernest March
William McCraw & Janet 
Muscio
Kevin McGiboney & 
Nancy Lutzow
Mr. & Mrs. McKnight

David & Erika Meinhardt
Chris & Katie Metzger
Barry & Rosemarie 
Mirkin

Barbara Molony & 
Thomas Turley
Kathleen Montoya
David Muhlitner & Peggy 
Kilduff
Tom Myers & Hartono 
Sutanto
Tony Nespole, M.D.
Cynthia & Ken Newton
John R. & Elsa Nimmo 
Gabriele Ondine
Paul & Jo O'Neil
Dr. & Mrs. Hans Orup 
Maria Norma Martinez 
Palmer
Joyce E Peloian & Gary 
McCrea
Joe Pon & George Duran
Nancy Pyeatt
Alice Ramsauer
Tom Ranweiler
Marjorie Rauch
Donald & Marilyn 
Richardson
Carol Richardson Cole
Joseph Riggio
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. 
Rizzuto
Joyce & Campbell Scott
Mort & Alba Sherin
Mr. & Mrs. R.W. Shomler
Colette A. Siegel
Darby Siempelkamp & 
Michael Kresser
Alice & Robert Skurko
Victoria Slichter
Todd & Sandy Smith
Frank & Diane Snow

Linda Snyder 
Betty Soennichsen 
Joan & Michael Stauffer
Laura Sternberg
Mary C. Stradner
Janet & Robert Strain
Mark & Elizabeth 
Striebeck 
Lynn Telford
H. James Tellefson
Michael & Janet 
Thompson
Jeanne Torre
Barbara Tuma
Nancy Valencia
Marcia & Gordon Vosti
Karlette Warner & Ward 
Hoffman
Neil Wilhelm & Laura 
Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence 
Williams
Nate & Carolyn Wilson
Susan & Jonathan 
Wittwer
Fern Wollrich-Jaffe
Drs. Robert & Antonette 
Zeiss
Stephen & Connie Zilles
Five anonymous gifts

SUPPORTERS CIRCLE
$500 to $999
Mike Abeles
Jane Alejandro
Mr. & Mrs. Arnett
Ray & Lynda Barbieri
Joyce Bartlett
Ruth Laine Bauer*
Martha C. Beattie
Celia Bell
Walter Bentson
Hal & Beverly Berry
Donald Best
Matthew W. Bien & 
Grace T. Lee
Donna & William Biretta

Donors CONTINUED

DOES YOUR COMPANY 
MATCH YOUR GIFT?
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Andrew & Brenda Birrell
Rob & Letty Block
David & Hildegard 
Borror
Roger Bourland & Daniel 
Shiplacoff
Larry & Sally Brandt
John Breakwell
Alberta L. Brierly
Steve & Vicky Brozovich
Ann & Larry Byler
Dick & Pat Calfee
Virginia Carpio
Erie Carruthers
Corinne Elliott Carter 
Edith & David Cassel
Linda Turner Cato
Louise A. Chamberlin
JoAnn Close & Michael 
Good
Mark & Maggie Cogdill
William M. Conlon & 
Judith E. Schwartz
Rose Crimi
Antonia Cross
Jonathan R. & Anne W. 
Cross
Ed Dantzig
Victoria L. Davis
Jimmie Dawson
Richard & Maureen 
DeBolt
Sonia DeHazes
Marvin Del Chiaro
Bob & Mickey Dench
Robert Dennis
Marilyn & Frank Dorsa
Jim & Ann Dunn
Randy Earle
Julie Edgcomb
David & Liyuza Eisbach
M.J. Elich
Susan & Jeff Englander

Cecelia Eurich
Ms. Katerina Fadiman
Tom & Pauline Ferrito
Alex Gelber & Linda Wolf
David & Janice Gilman
Marilynn A. Gilmore
Orville Goering
Ruth M. Gordon
Philip & Kathleen Gust
Jim & Linda* Hagan
Helen & Dr. Glenn 
Hakanson 
K. Haydel & S. Jackson
Helen Helson
Kali & Narada Hess
Fred & Leelane Hines
Larry & Betty Hinman
Carolyn Hyott & Toby & 
Michael Alexander
James & Elizabeth 
Iverson
Stanley Jacques
Klaus & Maria Jaeger
Pamela & Edward Jajko
Bill & Danielle James
Mary James & George 
Cook
Trixie & Doug Johnson
Jane & Dale Jordan
Michael Kalkstein & 
Susan English
Jason Paul Kazarian
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Keller
Beverly & Craig Kemp
Barbara Kent
Phil Kurjan
Ann Lambrecht
Robert E. Larson & 
Susan R. Larson
Carol & Jim Lathrop 
Robert & Margaret 
Lawson
Judith Leahy

Dr. Hong Fang Lee
Cheryl Lubow
Maxine & Ray Lubow
Rob & Jacquie Mardell
Peter Marra
Stephen Martin
Katherine Mason
Kathryn McAbee
Diane & Robert McGhee
A. Kirk McKenzie
Robert J. Miller
Duncan Missimer 
John & Gini Mitchem
Edward Neves & Lin Lee
Barbara Nicoara & 
George Lewis
Ken Odom
Gerald & Ellen Oicles
Denise Owen
Joseph Palmer & Nikki 
Kim
Paul & Jan Panell
Janice Paull
Marilyn Perry
Lill Petters
Charles Pontious & 
Sheilah Altomare
Teresa Powell
James Reber
Arvo & Astrid Rehemets
Norman Reynolds
Pamela & Jim Robson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rolla
Lee & Shirley Rosen
Doron & Miriam Rotman
Joann Ryan
Sandra J. Savage
Robert Savoie
Patricia & James Schaaf
Norma & Charles 
Schlossman
David & Linda Scott

Ursula Shultz
Regina Sleater & Dean 
Dunsmore
Alice Schaffer Smith
Ervie Smith 
Morris Sorrells
Carol A. Spindler
Jim Stauffer
Anita Stewart
Melinda Swanson
Beth Kay Taylor
Catherine & Jeff 
Thermond
Mick & Kathy Tuttle
James V. Tyler
John & Kathryn Vineyard
Wanda Waldera
Friends of Waldorf 
School of the Peninsula
Wang Family Giving 
Fund
Mrs. Geri Weimers
Daphne & Stuart Wells 
Lance & Mary Werthman
Dr. George & Bay 
Westlake
Brian & Linda Winter
Judith Wolf
William & Patricia Zahrt
Fernando & Cecily 
Zazueta
Five anonymous gifts
 

Donors CONTINUED

*Deceased

A REQUEST TO OUR DONORS: If we have made a mistake or omission, kindly 
bring it to our attention so that we may correct it. 

Please call Individual Giving Manager Noritaka Okada at (408) 437-4460 or email 
okada@operasj.org



28    Madama Butterfly

FANS
$100 to $499
Ms. Kerry Adams Hapner, Judith Aissen & James Clifford, D. D. Akers, Mr. Salvatore Alini, Bruce & Rina 
Allen, Antonio & Elizabeth Alvarez, Carol Alvey, Adonna J Amoroso, Richard & Leslie Andrews, Erica 
Ankuda, Dean & Lucille Antonelli, Mr. Robert Applebaum, Mr. Jim Arguelles, Louise Aspell, Carlos Ayala, 
Thomas & Susan Bailey, Zachary Baker, Keith Ball & Diana Morabito, Laima Baltusis, Maria G. Bandy, 
Ms. JoAnn Barr, Linda Barrett, Valentine Beck, Candace J Behlendorf, Earl & Florence Bell, Mario & Rose 
Belotti, J. Benton & Mary Lou White, Ellen Berg, Mr. & Mrs. Mike & Jan Bergkamp, Sally Beste, Joseph & 
Barbara Biafore, Mr. & Mrs. Mark & Patricia Biagini, Richard Blish, Wolfgang Bluhm, Nadia & Christophe 
Bodin, Safiya Bonaventura, Michele Bonnett, Barbara F. Borthwick, Mr. Alexander Boulatov, Kathleen 
Bowden, Barbara Boyington, Ms. Ann Boyum, Ms. Wanda Bristow, Barbara Brosh, Virginia L. Brown, 
Melvin & Anna Brown, Lynne Brown, Jess Brown, Neil Brumberger, Jack Buhite & Libby Myers-Buhite, 
Doris & Alan Burgess, Gloria & Ron Burke, Donald Caddes, Michael Calegari, Ben Calvert, Mr. Ross 
Campbell, Kathleen Carmona, Dennise Carter, Martha Castillo, Mr. Bayardo Chamorro, Nathan Chan, 
Bruce & Dana Chandler, Brian Chapman, Torie Charvez & Steve Palacioz, Beth Chetcuti, Greg Cheung, 
MD, Brian Childress, Edie Chong, Carolyn Christian, Mark & Cynthia Ciccarello, Patricia Clark, Robert 
& Diane Claypool, Richard Coencas, Arthur Colman & Pilar Montero, Lynn & Mary Lois Comeskey, 
David L Cone, Sonja L.O. Cook, Elaine C Coombs, Sue Cooney, Margie Cornehl, Cal & Carla Cornwell, 
Ms. Inge Corrigan, Metka Crnko, Ms. Inge Crozier, Jan Cummins, Patricia Curia, S D'Addio, Dean Daily, 
Lorraine D'Ambruoso & Jan Letson, Walt & Peggy D'Ardenne, Stanley & Joyce Davies, Brenda Davis, 
John G. Day, Mr. & Mrs. de Porta, Mr. & Mrs. Claude De Buhr, Constance Del Vigna, Ms. Martha Dennis, 
Joseph Derrough, Edward Dias, Joe & Carolyn Dickinson, Bernard Dickinson, Nancy Dinshaw, Tom & 
Clara DiStefano, Dorothea Ditchfield, Meredith & Carl Ditmore, Satyananda A. Dixit, Margretta E. Dollard, 
Marilyn Domenick, C. Dominguez, Carol & John Donovan, Rose Mary Dougherty, Dianne Doughty, Mr. 
Eric Doughty, Katherine Duffy, Ms. Mary Dunlap, Ms. Diana Dunn, L.A. Edler, Margie Edwards, Scott 
Edwards, Lilo & Karl Elser, James Engelman, John & Tessa Ennals, Melanie & Lou Ercoli, Peter & Gail 
Fera, Susan Fillmore, James Fitch, Christel Fliss, Asiia Fomalgaut, Carleen Foster, Ronnie & Jerry Fox, Mr. 
Hector Franco, Diann & David Fried, David Fuselier, Dr. & Mrs. Frederick F. Gabali, Karen Gabrielson, 
Albert and Elizabeth Garcia, Anne v.d.L. Gardner, Don Gartner & Donelle Ehritt, Alice Gosak Gary, Dennis 
Gaushell, Carolyn & Mark Gerhardt, Linda Gilbert, Ms. Cynthia Gilkey, Alice Glazer, Mr. Robert Goldstein, 
Ms. Acela Gonzalez, Martin Gorfinkel, Jack & Joan Gorham, Ms. Catherine Gortner, Mary Gottschalk, 
Roger K. Gould, Sue & Kim Graham, Anna Griffen, Dr. Donald E. Grimes, Michael Grimmer, Shirley 
Groswird, Robert Gumerlock, Michael Guth, Mr. Amir Hadid, Blanca Haendler & Robert Cook, Jeanette 
Hajjar, Kathryn Hall & Richard Neilson, Dolores Hamilton, Gregory & Kristine Handschuh, Larry Hanes, 
Charles & Etta Hansen, Walter E. Harding, Charles Harris & lyn oppenheim, Jeremy Harris, Kathy Hatfield, 
Jeannine Hayward, James Heagy, Walter & Beatrice Heintz, Mitzi G. Henderson, Anita Hendrickson, Edna 
& John Herman, Robert Herriot, Dale Hiltgen, Spencer Hinkle, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph I. Hirsch, Mark & Havol 
Hodes, Mr. Martin Hoek, Hanns Hohmann, Ida Holmes, DeForrest & Bonnie Home, Gunnar Hovden, Ms. 
Inger Huber, Hal & Kyra Hubis, James & Ruth Hudson, Dr. Sammy Hung, Martin Hutchinson, Randall 
& Carle Hylkema, Ms. Deborah Imerson, Ms. Gild Itskovitz, Richard Izmirian, Bruce & Teresa Jacobsen, 
Leonard & Jane Jacobson, Annette & Richard Jaffe, Elizabeth James, Roger Janow & Iris Strumza, Roy 
Jenkins & Elizabeth Moore, Pauline Jensen, Mr. & Mrs. Derk Johnson, Martha Johnson, Peggy Johnson, 
Glenda Jones & Dick Clark, Ms. Linda Jordan, David & Jeanne Jorgensen, Alice Kadonaga, Ingrid Kallman, 
Warren & Judy Kaplan, Richard & Gayle Karsen, David Karwowski, Mary Kasse, Nancy & Bruce Kaufman, 
Donald & Phyllis Keesey, Robert S. Kelly, Sheryl Kelly, Mr. Robert King, Joan Kjemtrup, Ann Kleinsorg, 
e Kletter, Mary Kneip, Deanna N Knickerbocker, Valerie Kohl, Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Kohs, Barbara Koplos, 
Marta Kozera, Robert & Amparo Krauth, Susan Brott Lawson, Speed & Connie Leas, Emory & Ayleen Lee, 
Gloria T. Lee, Lynn Legaspi, Wendell & Doris Lehr, Karin L. Leipelt, Shirley Leisses & Dr. J.H. Williams, 
Anna Levia, Harry Levinson, Gertrude Levy & Michael Gutman, Dr. Arthur E. & Sybil Lewis, Barbara 
Lingens, Ralph & Lynn Locher, Joanne F Loomba, Mr. Ted Lorraine, Ms. Gloria Loventhal, Kathy Lower & 
Brigitte Thackston, Thomas & Nancy Lucid, Mr. Curt Luck, Ursula Lukanc, Scott Lurndal, Paul & Audrey 
Luscher, Dr. & Mrs. James Lyerla, Jean MacDonell, Paula & Norbert Maciel-Benecke, Donald Mack, 
MacLaren Family, Albert Macovski, Jonathan MacQuitty & Laurie Hunter, Betty Maddux, John G. Maier, 
Joyce A. Malia, Susan & Marc Mangel, Nubar & Carol Manoukian, Cynthia Rae Margolin, David & Susanna 
Margulies, Doris Martinez, Ann Mason, Diane Mathios & Constance Del Vigna, Agnes Matter-Dang, 

Donors CONTINUED

*Deceased
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Linda & David Matuszak, Leo & Carolyn Mauro, Lorraine Mazzeo, Glenda McCalla, Ms. Arlene McDonald, 
Sheila McGann-Tiedt, Brian McGarry, Janice A. McGibbon, Martha McGinnis & Donald Wittman, Andrea 
McMahon, Donna & Moe Medeiros, Mr. Pravesh Mehra, Lorraine Mencimer, Charles & Jean Mendoza, 
Elizabeth & William Menkin, Mrs. Eva Merg, Leonard & Sylvia Metz, Joe & Elena Metz, Mr. John Miaullis, 
Stephen & Janet Miller, Deborah Miller, Susan Miller, Joann L. Miller, G Dan & Patty Mitchell, Mr. Roger 
Mitri, Yoneko Miyamura, Klaus P. Model, Mr. Allen Moench & Ms. Pat Walker, Richard Moll, Adrienne 
Momi, Sylvia A. Moore, Dennis Moreno, Brigid Moreton, Verna Morris, Ms. Lynn Morris, Ann Moskowitz, 
Coralie & Gerhard Mueller, Gordon Mullin, Jean Mundell, Masamichi Nakano, Ronald & Irene Nakasone, 
Robert K. Nesbet, Kristin D. Nisewaner, Joseph & Joyce Nishimura, Mr. Domenic Norcia, Michael & 
Lorraine Nunziata, Hal & Linda Nystrom, Betty Oen, Ms. Ann Oliver, Jean Walls Olmsted, Teresa M ONeill, 
Mr. & Mrs. Aare Onton, Bob & Elizabeth Owen, Vilma Kennedy Pallette & Lonna Smith, Michele & Scott 
Parcel, Ms. Kathleen Parkin, Justine Pawlak, Trilby Pederson, Yevgeni Pekurovsky, Mr. & Mrs. William 
Peniston, Les Persson, Peterson Wendy, Ms. Gretchen A. Peterson, Nedra Petty, Ngoc Pham, Bob Phelan 
& Rena Alisa, Lawrence Piazza & Heidi Arnold, Arleen Pickett, Lorna C. Pierce, Eric Pierson, Robert & 
Carol Pike, Margo Pizzo, Mr. Douglas T. Plante, Marsha & David Pollak, Lewis Pollard, Sigi Pomposo, 
Karen Posner, Hazel & Jeffrey Powell, Drs. Deborah Preston & Frank Rumore, John Price, Franklin M. 
Privette, Karen Prosser, Phillip W. Pugh, Ronald Quick, Robert Rader, Thelma E. Ramm, Lucie Ramos, Ann 
Ratcliffe, Celso Ravelo, Brendan Rawson, Edwin A. Reed, Jean Reiner, Paula Reyes, Janice & Ken Reynolds, 
Jean Reynolds, Hans Ringertz, David Roberts & Tiffany Trevers, Betty Jean Rogers, Saul Rosenberg, MD, 
Allen & Susan Rosenzweig, Mr. & Mrs. Laurence L. Rosier, Ms. Dixie Rowland, Karin Rumstedt, Dr. & Mrs. 
Jonathan Russ, Bob & Terri Ryan, Arthur Ryan, Mr. Rudolf Sandmeier, Dave & Susan Sargent, Virginia 
Scales, Ms. Beatrice Schadle, William D. Scharf, Joanne Schmidt, David Schneider, Marylou Schoone, 
Thomas Schunn, Donna Scott, Patricia Scott, Ralf Seidel, Ann & Ted Seitz, Robert & Linda Selinske, Ann 
Sheehan, Lily Shibuya, Naoki & Evelyn Shimazaki, Lee Shombert, Janet Shull, Roy Shurtliff, Janis Silver, 
Mattee Siminoff, Adrian Simpkins, Darold Skerritt & Judy Lind, Alice J. Sklar, Bruce Skov, Laurel Smith, 
Dane & Marnie Snow, Donald Snyder, Sandra M. Sobie, Dr. Richard L. Sogg, Ken & Priscilla Solberg, Mr. 
Keith Songberg, Mr. Harvey Stanley, Ms. Jane Starbird, Andrew Stearns, Ms. Suzanne Steimle, Sharon 
Stengel, Saundra Stepovich, Ms. Valerie Sterk, Gary Stewart, N.W.D. Sturch, Angela Surkis, Alice & Elliot 
Swanson, Eleanor Swent, Marilyn & Grayson Taketa, P.M. Tamura, Yvoune Tang, Dr. & Mrs. Andrew 
Tescher, Frank & Marcella Thiemann, Paul Thomas, Sue & Howard Thomas, Kelly Thomason, John 
Thompson & Robert Mackenzie, Alice & Rod Thorn, Kathleen Thornton, Louise Tighe, Nancy Tivol, Toschi 
& D'Angelo, Jerome Totes, Margaret Trevisan, Terry Trobough, Kathleen Troll, Elizabeth Tromovitch, Carol 
Turner, Doug Turner & Reine Fedor, Chuck Tyler, Gerald & Martha Uelmen, Ms. Linda Valdes, Marsha 
VandeBerg, Emma Vargo, Eileen Vesely, Tom & Linda Waldrop, Beverly Waller, Holly & Barry Walter, 
Sheryl Walters, Richard & Mary Jane Wegener, Ed & Jane Wendler, Mr. & Mrs. Peter R. Werp, Robert & 
Bonnie Whalen, Mr. Al Whitaker, Jean-Marie White & Bryan Rodriguez, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Wilen, Ms. 
Lynn Wiley, Carol Wilhelmy, Catherine Williams, Ms. Lynn Williams, James & Patricia Wilmore, Muriel 
Fitzgerald Wilson, William & Donna Wohltmann, Bobbi Wolner, Barry Wright, Mr. Andrew Wu, David Wylie, 
Julie & Jerry Yaffee, Lari Yamaguchi, Hanley & Mary-Anne Yoffee, Gretchen Zaballos, Frank Zepeda, Frank 
Zwart & Julia Armstrong-Zwart, and 46 anonymous gifts

Donors CONTINUED
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DEDICATED DONATIONS

Robert Applebaum in memory of Rosalyn Applebaum

Mr. & Mrs. Mark & Patricia Biagini in memory of Emo & Anne Biagini

Teresa M. O’Neill in honor of Barbara Brosh

Barbara Kent in memory of Frank Devlin

Jeanne & Michael Althouse in honor of Richard Dorsay

Gee Foundation on behalf of Assistant Conductor Dennis Doubin

Nina Boyd in honor of Frank Fiscalini

Pamela & Edward Jajko in memory of Althea Lewesa Frazer

Jim Hagan in memory of Linda Hagan

Carol Wilhelmy in honor of Mary Hargrove

Melanie Prole in memory of Eileen Prole Kemp

E. Kletter in memory of Adina Shira Kletter z"l

Karin L. Leipelt in memory of John C. Leipelt, Sr.

Betty Oen in honor of Lucinda Lenicheck

Randy Zechman in honor of Scott Lurndal

George Stavros in honor of Maria Natale

Charles & Norma Schlossman in memory of Olga Nespole

J.H. Silveira M.D. in memory of Grace Parker

Leonard & Jane Jacobson in honor of Marilyn Sefchovich

Claudio Fleiner, Ann Moskowitz, and Joyce Tachner in memory of Leonard Tachner

Jing Jing Zheng in honor of Wang Family Giving Fund

Muriel Fitzgerald Wilson in honor of Brian Ward

Marsha & David Pollak, and Susan Yost in memory of Phil Yost

Donors CONTINUED
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In Kind
Opera San José would also like to thank the following donors for their  
generous in-kind goods and services: 

Services: Diane Claypool, Citti’s Florist, Marilyn & Frank Dorsa, Celine Glon, N. Eric 
Jorgensen, Cathy Kehon, Bonnie Lee Kellogg, Phil Park, Betty Poindexter, Linda Riebel, San 
Jose Convention Center, R.W. Shomler, Telesky Financial Services, Bradford Wade, Williams 
Party Rentals.

Supplies & Equipment: Chris & Sandra Bengochea, Barbara Brosh, Brenda Davis, 
Darlene Marshall, Diane K. Nelson & Marshall Marlowe, Packard Humanities Institute, 
Michele Parcel, Betty Poindexter, Janice Toyoshima, Nancy Valencia, Dianne Wall, and one 
anonymous.

SPECIAL THANKS

Dick & Pat Calfee
Carolle Carter
LaVonne Bouchez
Miriam Frazier

Fred & Peggy      
Heiman
Rita Elizabeth    
Horiguchi
Phil & Judy           
Livengood

Lorraine Mazzeo
Pat Miller
Heidi Munzinger
Phil Park
Joy Sakai

Kimberly Thompson
Kathryn Veregge
Sheryl Walters
Bobbi Wolner

Volunteers
Opera San José thanks the following volunteers for their service to the company. 
To offer your assistance as a volunteer, please visit operasj.org/support.
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Opera San José Endowment Foundation Supporters
Opera San José Endowment Foundation (OSJEF) is a separate 501(c)3 organization 
from Opera San José, and was established to insure that San Jos will always have 
opera in its future. OSJEF appreciates your help and support for the fiscal year 
( July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018) and continuing in the future. 

Jane Alejandro

Dr. Alfonso Banuelos &
Suzanne Wittrig

Ken Borelli

Barbara F. Borthwick

Nina Boyd

Ann Brown

Dennise Carter

Rose Crimi

George & Susan Crow

William & Carolyn Dickinson

Tom & Clara Distefano

Meredith & Carl Ditmore 

James & Susan Dyer

Donald & Janice Elliott

Jim Hagan

Fred & Peggy Heiman

Kali & Narada Hess

Kathy Hiebert

David G. Hough

Mr. Johnson

Mr & Mrs Paul A. 
Kuckein 

Norman Lariviere & 
Carolyn Lund

Robert & Olive Leeper

Don & Dorothy Lewis

Philip & Margaret Ma

Ann Marie Mix

Linda Olcott

Jackie Pighini 

Marian Rees

Robert Savoie

Betty Soennichsen

Carol A. Spindler

Richard & JoAnna Strawbridge

H. James Tellefson

David Thompson 

Lynn Telford

Jeanne Torre

Vosti, Gordon & Marcia

Bradford Wade & Linda Riebel

Alice Weigel

Four anonymous gifts

OPERA SAN JOSÉ BOX OFFICE  
ADMINISTRATION OFFICES  
2149 Paragon Drive   
San José, CA 95131
(408) 437-4450 Monday - Friday, 9AM-6PM
WWW.OPERASJ.ORG

CALIFORNIA THEATRE BOX OFFICE
(408) 437-4450 Open 90 minutes prior 
to performance and when Opera San José is 
in residence at the theatre.

GROUP SALES
Groups of 10 or more receive special 
rates. Dennis Keefe, Box Office Manager            
(408) 437-4450, boxoffice@operasj.org

GUEST APPEARANCES
Opera San José artists or speakers 
are available to community 
groups, corporations, and schools.                    
Contact Lettie Smith at smith@operasj.org 
or call (408) 437-4464.

LEAVING THE HOUSE OR LATECOMERS 
If, for whatever reason, you must leave the 
performance, you will only be readmitted at 
the next intermission. Latecomers will not 
be admitted during performance. Patrons 
arriving late may watch the performance on 
a television monitor in the lobby.

LISTENING DEVICES
Please ask an usher to direct you to the coat 
check.

WARNING
The use of cameras and all kinds of 
recording equipment is strictly forbidden.

EXITS
The lighted exit sign nearest your seat is the 
shortest route out of theatre. In case of an 
emergency, please do not run, Walk Through 
The Nearest Exit.
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A musical about one great fall,  
and a woman who risked death  

so that she could live.

Book and Lyrics by  
Michael LaChiusa

Queen   of the

 Mist

29 N. San Pedro St.
Downtown San Jose

408-679-2330 
TabardTheatre.org

Snapshots. Tabard.

APRIL 5 – 28
Bay Area Premiere
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Opera San José thanks Friends of Opera San José for their service to  
the company. To become a member of our volunteer auxiliary, Friends of Opera San José,  
and experience its many benefits, please send an email to friends@operasj.org or sign up at 
operasj.org/support/volunteering.

Barbara Brosh    
President

Dana F. Haberland        
Vice President

Meera Prahlad            
Co-Secretary

Steven Silva                
Co-Secretary

Sheryl Kelly       
Treasurer

Pat Daoud                    
Co-Chair, 
Communication

Brenda Davis        
Volunteer Coordinator

Jeanne Lyons        
Recruitment

Linda Riebel           
Events

Suzanne Sarro      
Membership

Jim Stauffer           
Cultural Outings

Nancy Valencia           
Co-Chair, 
Communication

Brad Wade               
Opera at Your Doorstep

Bonnie Wiliams  

Editor, Newsletter

Anna Bagniewska

Didier Benoit

Judith Borlase

Sara Bruce

Pamela Carper

Randy Earle

Bonnie Gould

Yumiko Harada

Fred & Peggy Heiman

Rita Elizabeth Horiguchi

Ed & Pam Jajko

Coleen Kohtz

Barbara Koplos

William Lambert

Lucy Logan

Denis Lynch

Mary Fran Lynch

Kathleen McCabe-
Martin

Jeanne McCann

Joanna McGrady

Tom Miller

Brigid Moreton

Lynne Munro

Helen Piper

Sally Pyle

Steven & Lauren Reiling

Joy Sakai

Richard & Delia 
Schizzano

Shirley Shoup-Howard

Marie Smith

Denis St. Jean

Linda Swan

Alma C. Taylor

Chie Tieu

Emily Tieu

Janice Toyoshima

Barbara Tuma

Jocelyn Vincent

Dennis & Marianne 
Wilcox

Chip & Bonnie Williams 

Alinor Willis

Fern Jaffe Wollrich

Bobbi Wolner



OPERASJ.ORG  35

SEASON 2019 | 2020

Opera SAN JOSÉ

4-OPERA SUBSCRIPTIONS STARTING AT $100!

Die Fledermaus
BY JOHANN STRAUSS II

Hansel and Gretel
BY ENGELBERT HUMPERDINCK

Il trovatore
BY GIUSEPPE VERDI

The Magic Flute
BY WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART
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YOUR SWISS INVESTMENT MANAGER  
IN THE UNITED STATES  
WITH INTERNATIONAL EXPERTISE

Contact details
REYL Overseas Ltd
www.reyl-ovs.com
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