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Dramatic Idomeneo Opens 28th Season at Opera
San Jose
By Emma Krasov

Mozart’s Idomeneo: re di Creta (libretto by Giambattista Varesco) is
not only a musical genius’s masterpiece, but also a drama-filled
episode of that endless soap opera of antiquity known as Greek
mythology. Personal heartbreaks, confused relations, and split
loyalties abound within the dysfunctional families of ancient kings,
gods and titans.
The mythical king of Crete, Idomeneo, faces some tough choices at
the end of Trojan War. He might lose his life, his son, or his crown
(what would you do?)
Other characters struggle with their own demons – love for the
enemy combatant and betrayal of the fallen (Ilia, the daughter of
Priam, the king of Troy); love for the POW and betrayal of his allies
(Idamante, the son of Idomeneo who ruled Crete while his father was
fighting on the side of Greece against the Trojans); and jealousy
(Electra – a refugee from Argos with a family history of matricide and
other “cides” to run from). There is also a sea monster devouring
thousands of innocent Cretans in lieu of Idomeneo sacrificing his son
to Neptune, which he promised in order to spare his own life…
If the story is notoriously complex and multi-layered as is always the
case with Greek myths, the music is soothingly harmonious and

T O T A L  P A G E V I E W S

48,174

B E S T  I N D E P E N D E N T  B L O G  N A T J A
B R O N Z E  A W A R D  2 0 1 0  T R A V E L  B L O G
N A T J A  A W A R D  O F  M E R I T  2 0 0 9 .

Emma Krasov, Travel and Lifestyle
Writer & Yuri Krasov, Photographer

C A T E G O R I E S

Travel (108)

Restaurant (104)

Food (60)

Relationship advice (60)

Art museum exhibit (56)

Show (54)

Theatre (46)

Wine (35)

Art gallery (22)

Film (18)

Opera (14)

Cal Performances (13)

Locally exotic (11)

Ballet (10)

Cocktails (9)

Music (9)

Photography (9)

A B O U T  M E

EMMA KRASOV

SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY

Share  Report Abuse  Next Blog»

A R T  A N D  E N T E R T A I N  M E

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-jHrcZsKF4vw/TnEU3L911TI/AAAAAAAAFMQ/Y1djOG6iGcc/s1600/idomeneo.jpg
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Travel
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Restaurant
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Food
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Relationship%20advice
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Art%20museum%20exhibit
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Show
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Theatre
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Wine
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Art%20gallery
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Film
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Opera
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Cal%20Performances
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Locally%20exotic
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Ballet
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Cocktails
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Music
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/search/label/Photography
http://www.blogger.com/profile/16734900825985001157
http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.blogger.com/next-blog?navBar=true&blogID=6205286418564222833
http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/


9/14/11 3:49 PMArt and Entertain me: Dramatic Idomeneo Opens 28th Season at Opera San Jose

Page 2 of 3http://artandentertainme.blogspot.com/2011/09/dramatic-idomeneo-opens-28th-season-at.html

overpowering in a gentle and subtle way, as is always the case with
Mozart.
Conducted by George Cleve, and stage-directed by Brad Dalton,
Idomeneo: King of Crete at Opera San Jose features some resident
company artists and some former members and guests.
On the night I saw the performance, Christopher Bengochea was
very impressive in the title role, flanked by two OSJ stars, Rebecca
Davis as Ilia, and Christina Major as Electra.

Aaron Blake performed Idamante. Dennis Nahat, Artistic Director of
Ballet San Jose choreographed beautiful dance numbers with his
company members. Set designer Steven C. Kemp magically
transformed the stage into red-clayed Crete with its palaces and its
raging waters. Costume designer Johann Stegmeir, wig and makeup
designer Jeanna Parham, and lighting designer Christopher Ostrom
brought to life the faces and myths of 1200 BC in a harmonious and
concerted effort with the well-attuned cast.
Idomeneo runs through September 25 at the California Theatre, 345
South First St., San Jose. Call for tickets 408-437-4450, or visit
www.operasf.org.
Images: courtesy Opera San Jose.
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